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> The main purpose of Rail Safety National Law (RSNL) is to provide for 

safe railway operations in Australia. 

> The functions and objectives of ONRSR are:

ÁAdministering RSNL and its national scheme of accreditation

ÁWorking with operators, rail safety workers and others in industry to 

improve rail safety

ÁConducting research and collecting/publishing information relating to 

rail safety

ONRSRôs Functions and Objectives
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RSNL Framework

RSNL National Regulations

ÅFatigue related risks

RSNL

ÅSafety duties 

ÅSMS & review

ÅRisk assessment & 

document

ÅFatigue Risk Management 

Program
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> Applies to all rail safety workers 

> An operator must prepare and implement a Fatigue Risk Management Program 

> Must be in accordance with 10 prescribed requirements 

> Must take into account, and assess, any fatigue-related risks to safety 

> Establish and maintain documented procedures to manage risks SFAIRP 

Fatigue Risk Management Program 
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> Train drivers in New South Wales and Queensland only have 
prescribed hours of work and rest 

> Hours not identical

> Variations lead to inconsistencies and regulatory burdens 

> 23% of nationally accredited operators have to work across 
two to three different localised legislative requirements

Prescribed working hours for train drivers  



Fatigue Review under Rail Safety National Law 
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> Examine degree to which fatigue is a risk factor for rail incidents

> Assess operatorsô effectiveness in managing fatigue risk to rail safety 
workers under national law and NSW/Qld specific provisions

> Investigate current fatigue risk management frameworks and research and 
innovations

> Develop options for an effective legislative framework to reduce safety risk

> Assess current legislative framework against the recommended option

The review 
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> No evidence that national risk based system increases rail 
safety risks vs prescribed hours for drivers 

> Enterprise bargaining agreements include hours of work 

> Management of fatigue risk being handled in accordance with 
the risk based framework of RSNL

> Support and education for operators critical

> Discussion Paper 

Observations 


